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 Barrasso, Smith Introduce Bipartisan  
Rural Health Clinic Modernization Act !

Bill provides regulatory relief for rural health clinics and improves 
reimbursement rates. !

!!
WASHINGTON, DC ÐToday, U.S. Senators John Barrasso (R-WY) and Tina Smith (D-MN) 
introduced the bipartisan Rural Health Clinic Modernization Act (*+!,-./ ). The bill provides 
regulatory relief for rural health clinics while also improving reimbursements for these 
important facilities.  
 
ÒAs a doctor from a rural state, I want all patients to have access to high-quality care 
wherever they live,Ó Sen. Barrasso said. ÒRural health clinics have a long record of making 
sure that folks in rural communities receive primary care close to home. I am proud to help 
lead this bipartisan effort to strengthen rural health clinics so they will continue to serve 
patients in Wyoming and across rural America.Ó 
 !
ÒWe need to do everything we can to make sure that people in rural areas are able to get 
healthcare,Ó Sen. Smith said. ÒWhile there have been significant changes in the health care 
system, many of the laws focusing on Rural Health Clinics havenÕt been updated in over 40 
years. Our bipartisan bill would fix some of the old rules that are in need of these upgrades. 
For example, it expands the ability of physician assistants and nurse practitioners to provide 
care in these clinics. This legislation is really about making sure at the end of the day people 
are going to be able to get the vital care Rural Health Clinics provide in underserved, rural 
areas.Ó 
 
Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) were established through the Rural Health Clinic Services Act 
of 1977. The purpose of RHCs was to address the shortage of health care providers serving in 
rural communities, including advanced practice clinicians.  
 
There are approximately 01,--  rural health clinics operating in the United States. Rural 
Health Clinics are an important part of the rural health care safety net, with facilities heavily 
dependent on ")2'34&)  and Medicaid reimbursement.   
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8-"6#$&?4Q&o-2+%&7/+)
W-2+%S,/+)n3"+6S$/(5-S)/2



! G:(,2(%*6256126+%&'(%KPQ%E6.(+10F,&061%8*&%6>%CZ#[
! $##<5Qgg:::S:-LS%",$.S/,)g%",$.g789jB/=-,%+H"#+/%j4.#j4=2/.".@S"5<
`+,5#&5+)%-=&+%#/&6":&L@&F,-5+=-%#&h+33@&9",#-,&+%&DKPPO&#$-&789&<,/),"3&:"5&=-5+)%-=&#/&+3<,/2-&"..-55&#/&
$-"6#$&.",-&+%&,(,"6O&(%=-,5-,2-=&",-"5S&A2-,&0/,#@&@-",5&6"#-,O&:-&",-&$"<<@&#/&,-</,#&#$"#&#$-,-&",-&"<<,/C+3"#-6@&
\O\JJ&7895O&<,/2+=+%)&T("6+#@&.",-&#/&,(,"6&"%=&(%=-,5-,2-=&<"#+-%#5S&8/:-2-,O&#$-&<,/),"3&+5&+%&=-5<-,"#-&%--=&
/0&3/=-,%+H"#+/%&+0&:-&",-&#/&5(..--=&0/,&"%/#$-,&0/,#@&@-",5S

U$-&,(,"6&$-"6#$&.6+%+.&,-+3L(,5-3-%#&3/=-6&+5&5(<</5-=&#/&L-&L"5-=&/%&./5#5O&L(#&=(-&#/&#$-&+%.,-"5+%)6@&
L(,=-%5/3-&"%=&/(#="#-=&5#"#(#/,@&6"%)(")-&,-)",=+%)&#$-&(<<-,&6+3+#&[/0#-%&,-0-,,-=&#/&"5&#$-&."<]O&5/3-&,(,"6&
$-"6#$&.6+%+.5&",-&,-+3L(,5-=&0",&L-6/:&#$-+,&".#("6&./5#5&#/&=-6+2-,&.",-S&;+%.-&IJDIO&Eaa&,(,"6&$-"6#$&.6+%+.5&$"2-&
.6/5-=&+3<".#+%)&",/(%=&ESaP&3+66+/%&,-5+=-%#5N&"..-55&#/&.",-S&U$-5-&.6/5(,-5&",-&<,+3",+6@&=,+2-%&L@&#$+5&
+%"=-T("#-&"%=&",L+#,",+6@&6/:&."<&/%&,-+3L(,5-3-%#S&

U$-&7(,"6&8-"6#$&96+%+.5&B/=-,%+H"#+/%&4.#&/0&IJDK&3"W-5&2+#"6&.$"%)-5&#/&B-=+.",-&,-+3L(,5-3-%#&</6+.@&L@&
+%.,-"5+%)&#$+5&(<<-,&6+3+#&#/&"&6-2-6&#$"#&L-##-,&,-06-.#5&#$-&./5#&/0&=-6+2-,+%)&.",-&+%&,(,"6&43-,+."S&Y0&:-&."%%/#&0+C&
#$+5&</6+.@O&:-&0-",&#$"#&3"%@&3/,-&7895&:+66&.6/5-&"%=&3+66+/%5&3/,-&,-5+=-%#5&:+66&6/5-&"..-55&#/&.",-S&

U$-&7(,"6&8-"6#$&96+%+.5&B/=-,%+H"#+/%&4.#&/0&IJDK&"65/&"==,-55-5&.-,#"+%&/(#="#-=&"5<-.#5&/0&#$-&789&5#"#(#-&
"%=&9/%=+#+/%5&0/,&9-,#+0+."#+/%&[909]&#$"#&",-&.(,,-%#6@&:,+##-%&:+#$&"&DKPP&(%=-,5#"%=+%)&/0&3-=+.+%-S&U$-5-&
.$"%)-5&+%.6(=-Q&

! "6+)%+%)&0-=-,"6&5./<-&/0&<,".#+.-&6":5&0/,&F$@5+.+"%&455+5#"%#5&"%=&!(,5-&F,".#+#+/%-,5&:+#$&5#"#-&5./<-&/0&<,".#+.-&6":5_&
! 3/=-,%+H+%)&#$-&.(,,-%#6@V/(#="#-=&6"L&"%=&R-3-,)-%.@&W+#p&,-T(+,-3-%#5_&"%=
! "66/:+%)&7895&#/&L-&#$-&=+5#"%#V5+#-&+%&"&#-6-$-"6#$&2+5+#S

U/)-#$-,O&#$-5-&<,/2+5+/%5&:+66&5#,-%)#$-%&#$-&789&<,/),"3&"%=&L-##-,&-%"L6-&7895&#/&./%#+%(-&#$-+,&3+55+/%&/0&
<,/2+=+%)&$-"6#$&.",-&+%&#$-&,(,"6&"%=&(%=-,5-,2-=&,-)+/%5&/0&/(,&./(%#,@S&



#[[S%\
CZZZ

CZZC%\
CZZO

CZZ]7
CZZ[

CZ#S CZ#Y

R,A6+%)019:(%
G,-(+ \Jq EKq \bq dJq dEq

M5562(%
)019:(%G,-(+ dEq ddq \Kq dJq \Eq



G620&0A(^)6/(<',&%
G620&0A(

I(9,&0A(^X(+-%
I(9,&0A(

E(.0*,+( 7>6+78:: bIq E\q

J10A(+2,:%P(,:&'%Q6A(+,9( bDq EEq

I,&061,:%P(,:&'%G:,1 dPq E\q

)019:( 7G,-(+%G:,1 \aq EIq

)6*0,:0F(.%E(.0*01( \\q \\q



! )_QB%S##BG8̀ E_IW)%WM%TI)WTWJWTMI8N%GKMXTV_K)%@8)_V%MI%aNM@8N%
@JVa_W) B

! ["] Y! 1 G!G74? Sr !/#&6"#-,&#$"%&#$-&L-)+%%+%)&/0&-".$&0+5."6&T(",#-,&=(,+%)&:$+.$&"%&
+%5#+#(#+/%"6&<,/2+=-,&/0&.",-"01*:3.019%'6250&,:2H%2b0::(.%13+2019%>,*0:0&0(2H%R(.(+,::-%
=3,:0>0(.%'(,:&'%*(1&(+2H%'6/(%'(,:&'%,9(1*0(2H%,1.%01.(5(1.(1&%.0,:-202%>,*0:0&0(2$%
+5&#/&0(,%+5$&+#-35&"%=&5-,2+.-5&(%=-,&#$+5&4.#O&#$-&;-.,-#",@&5$"66&<"@&#/&5(.$&+%5#+#(#+/%"6&
<,/2+=-,&"&6(3<&5(3&+%&"../,="%.-&:+#$&#$-&5(..--=+%)&<,/2+5+/%5&/0&#$+5&5(L5-.#+/%&"%=&
./%5+5#-%#&:+#$&#$-&0/66/:+%)s

! )_QB%S#CBG8̀ E_IW%WM%TIVTXTVJ8N%GKMXTV_K)%WPKMJaP%R__7RMK7)_KXTQ_ B

! ["] Y! 1 G!G74? Sr Y%&#$-&."5-&/0&"&<,/2+=-,&%/#&=-5.,+L-=&+%&5-.#+/%&bDD["]&[+%.6(=+%)&#$/5-&
+%&),/(<&<,".#+.-5&:$/&",-&%/#&,-.-+2+%)&<"@3-%#&/%&"&5"6",+-=&L"5+5&=-5.,+L-=&+%&5-.#+/%&
bDD["][E]]O&<"@3-%#&0/,&+#-35&"%=&5-,2+.-5&0(,%+5$-=&(%=-,&#$+5&4.#&0/,&:$+.$&<"@3-%#&+5&
%/#&/#$-,:+5-&3"=-&(%=-,&5-.#+/%&bDD&5$"66&L-&3"=-&L@&#$-&;-.,-#",@&+%&"3/(%#5&
=-#-,3+%-=&(%=-,&#$-&0--&5.$-=(6-&-5#"L6+5$-=&<(,5("%#&#/&5(L5-.#+/%&[L]S&;(.$&<"@3-%#&
5$"66&L-&./%5+=-,-=&#/&L-&<"@3-%#&+%&0(66&0/,&5(.$&+#-35&"%=&5-,2+.-5O&"%=&"&<,/2+=-,&
,-.-+2+%)&5(.$&<"@3-%#&3"@&%/#&.$",)-&#$-&+%=+2+=("6&,-.-+2+%)&5(.$&+#-3&/,&5-,2+.-&+%&
"%@&"3/(%#S
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