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Rural Health Clinic Services Act ~
1977

PUBLIC LAW 95-210—DEC. 13, 1977 01 STAT. 1485

Public Law 95-210
O5th Congress

An Act

To amend titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Security Act to provide paymeoent Dec. 13, 1_9"7

for rural health elinic services, and for other purposes, [H.R. 8422

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of /.'c'/ll'! sentatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, Social Security
Act,
MEDICARE AMENDMENTS amendment.

Secrion 1. (a) Section 1832(a) of the Social Security Act is 42 USC 1395k.
amended
(1) by striking out “paragraph (2) (B)" in paragraph (1; and




Rural Health Clinic ~ Purpose?
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Examples of new services
Medicare will pay for
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Where are these new codes coming from?
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2019 PFS Proposed Rule - CCM
Provisions
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2019 Physician Fee Schedule - Communication

Technology-Based Services
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Proposed Billing and Payment for
Communication Technology-Based Services
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Regulatory
Ruie

Relief Proposed
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Trump Administration Proposal
on Non-Discrimination Rules
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Updates to iImportant RHC
Documents
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Legislative Efforts
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Barrasso, Smith Introduce Bipartisan

Rural Health Clinic Modernization Act
Bill provides regulatory relief for rural health clinics and improves
reimbursement rates.
Il

WASHINGTON, DCPBroday, U.S. Senators John BarrasseWR) and Tina Smith (EMN)
introduced the bipartisan Rural Health Clinic Modernization Aet{/ ). The bil provides
regulatory relief for rural health clinics while also improving reimbursements for these
important facilities.

OAs a doctor from a rural state, | want all patients to have accessdodligh care
wherever they live,3en. Barasso saidORural health clinics have a long record of maki
sure that folks in rural communities receive primary cawsecto home. | am proud to help
lead this bipartisan effort to strengthen rural health clinics so they wil continue to serve
patients in Wyoming and across rural America.O

|

OWe need to do everything we can to make sure that people in rural areastargeable
healthcare, Ben. Smith said OWhie there have been significant changes in the health ¢
system, many of the laws focusing on Rural Health Clinics haven®t been updated in o
years. Our bipartisan bil would fix some of the old rules thatiraneed of these upgrades.
For example, it expands the ability of physician assistants and nurse practitioners to pi
care in these clinics. This legislation is really about making sure at the end of the day f
are going to be able to get thealicare Rural Health Clinics provide in underserved, rural
areas.O

Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) were established through the Rural Health Clinic Services
of 1977. The purpose of RHCs was to address the shortage of health care providers st
rural communities, including advanced practice clinicians.

There are approximatel@1,-- rural health clinics operating in the United States. Rural
Health Clinics are an important part of the rural heedihe safety net, with facilities heaviy
dependent ot)2'34&) andMedicaid reimbursement.

TINA SMITH

UNITED STATES SENATOR FOR MINNESOTA

U.S. Senator Tina Smith Introduces
Bipartisan Bills to Invest in Rural
Communities

Senators’ Legislation Seeks to Spur Rural Broadband
Expansion and Make Sure Rural Health Clinics Continue
Serving Minnesotans, Americans Across the Nation

WASHINGTON D.C. [04/04/2019]— This week, U.S. Senator Tina Smith helped introduce a pair of
bipartisan bills to expand investments in rural communities: one designed to help improve rural

broadband, and one to improve rural health care.

Sen. Smith has been contacted by several Minnesota cooperatives—which are a vital part of the
effort to build out rural broadband in the state—that are at risk of losing their tax-exempt status
due to a mistake in the 2017 tax law. The mistake in the 2017 law put the tax-exempt status of
co-ops at risk if they receive government grants to expand broadband or to recover froma
natural disaster. The Revitalizing Underdeveloped Rural Areas and Lands (RURAL) Act, that she
introduced with Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) would fix that error that hinders rural broadband
expansion. Their bill would ensure that co-ops can retain their tax exemptions in efforts to

expand rural broadband or in providing relief from, or preparation for, a disaster or emergency.

o



ADRIAN SMITH

REPS. SMITH, SEWELL, MCMORRIS RODGERS, AND LOEBSACK
INTRODUCE BIPARTISAN RURAL HEALTH CLINIC
MODERNIZATION ACT

May 16, 2019
Press Release

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Reps. Adrian Smith (R-NE-3), Terr1 Sewell (D-AL-07),
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA-05), and Dave Loebsack (D-IA-2) mntroduced the Rural Health
Clinic Modernization Act. This legislation provides regulatory relief for Rural Health Clinics (RHCs)
and updates Medicare reimbursements to independent RHCs. The 4,100 RHCs nationwide provide
essential primary care and preventative services in rural and underserved areas, either independently
or affiliated with a hospital with fewer than 50 beds.

Currently, RHCs are subject to certain regulations, some of which have not been changed since the
RHC program started in 1977. This legislation would remove outdated requirements for onsite
laboratory equipment which 1s no longer used, expand the ability of Nurse Practitioners and
Physician Assistants to provide care in RHCs, and improve access to telehealth in rural areas by
allowing clinics to function as a distant site to provide telehealth services.

“Rural Health Clinics serve as the primary care center to many Americans living in rural areas. In
Nebraska'’s Third District alone, there are 111 Rural Health Clinics. We must stop the trend of clinics
shuttering because of outdated regulations,” said Rep. Smith. “This bipartisan effort would enable
Rural Health Clinics able to operate efficiently and safely, while keeping their doors open and ready
to help those in need.”

“Whether they live in Birmingham or Wilcox County, Alabamians should have access to quality,
affordable health care,” Rep. Sewell said. “Alabama 1s home to over 100 Rural Health Clinics that
provide critical services in their communities. The Rural Health Clinic Modernization Act will
strengthen our Rural Health Clinics by expanding the ability of physician assistants and nurse
practitioners to provide care in these clinics, increasing access to telehealth services and helping
ensure clinics can keep their doors open in our rural communities.”

“As co-chair of the Congressional Rural Health Coalition, ensuring access to medical care in rural
communities will always be a top priority for me,” said McMorris Rodgers. “This bipartisan
legislation helps meet that goal by providing regulatory relief to Rural Health Clinics and updating
Medicare reimbursements so these independent clinics can keep their doors open and serve the
Eastern Washington community.”

“Rural health clinics are bedrocks of their communities, providing more than just access to high
quality, local health care,” Rep. Loebsack said. “Rural health clinics help stimulate the local
economy, creating jobs both in the clinic and community. Without local health care, lives and
communities are lost. This bill will help rural Iowans as well as the communities where they have
built their lives.”

Issues:

Health Care




RHC Modernization Act—- What does it do?
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RHC Modernization Act of 2019 - What does it
do?
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What is the ask?
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Single Payer Polling over time
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Devil is in the details?

G620&0A(M6/(<',&%
G620&0A(
blq

bDq
dPq
\aq

\\q

1(9,&0A(MX(+-%
1(9,&0A(
E\q

EEQ
E\g
Elq

\\q




Relevant Section from H.R. 1384
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