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The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) 
collaborates with rural communities and partners to 
support community programs and shape policy that 

will improve health in rural America.

Cross Agency 

Collaboration

Capacity 

Building

Works across HRSA, 
HHS, and several 

other federal partners 
to accomplish its 

goals

Advises the HHS 
Secretary on policy 
and regulation that 

affect rural areas

Increases access to 
health care for people 
in rural communities 

through grant 
programs and public 

partnerships

Voice for Rural

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act



Looking Ahead
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Key Priorities for 2023

Supporting Rural Hospitals and Clinics

Addressing Rural Substance Use Challenges

Enhancing Rural Community Health

Addressing Rural Disparities

Expanding Workforce Partnerships



New Proposals for 2024
From the Administration’s Budget 
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The Budget provides $415.9 million, an increase of $63.4 
million, to expand access and improve health care in rural 
communities

• +$10 million for the Rural Health Clinic Behavioral Health 
Initiative to expand access to behavioral health care services

• +$10 million for Financial and Community Sustainability for 
At-Risk Rural Hospitals to provide expert technical assistance 
to rural hospitals severely at-risk for imminent closure

• +$20 million for the Rural Service Lines Pilot to enhance or 
expand service lines to support people where they live

• +$20 million for the Rural Communities Opioid Response 
Program

https://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy2024/index.html

https://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy2024/index.html


The Rural Maternal and Obstetric Crisis
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Rural Maternal Obstetrics Management Strategies (RMOMS) Program Continues  

Challenges

• Access to Prenatal Services

• Loss of Rural Hospital Obstetric Units

• Disparities Related to Maternal Mortality, Preterm Birth, 
Infant Mortality

Opportunities: 

• Medicaid Postpartum Coverage Expansion

• New Funding Cycle – Fall 2023

Focus Areas 

 Rural Hospital Obstetric Services; Approaches to Risk-
Appropriate Care; Sustainability

For more information: RMOMS Application Site RMOMS Website Email: RMOMS@hrsa.gov

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=340917
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
mailto:RMOMS@hrsa.gov


NEW! Rural Maternity Obstetrics Management 
Strategies (RMOMS)

Funding Amount: Up to $1,000,000 per year  

Application Period: May 15, 2023 – July 7, 2023

Purpose: To establish or continue collaborative 
improvement and innovation networks to improve 
access to and delivery of maternity and obstetrics 
care in rural areas. 

Focus Areas 

 Rural Hospital Obstetric Service Aggregation

 Approaches to Risk-Appropriate Care 

 Sustainability
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For more information: RMOMS Application Site RMOMS Website Email: RMOMS@hrsa.gov

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=340917
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
mailto:RMOMS@hrsa.gov


The Opioid and Substance Use Epidemic …
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Rural Community Opioids Response Program Continues  
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• Helping to expand rural residencies 
nationally in support of the Rural 
Residency Planning Grant Program and 
the Teaching Health Center Planning 
Grant Program
• Rural GME development resources and 

tools available via the RuralGME.org
portal

• To register for free access to portal 
resources, visit: 
https://portal.ruralgme.org/register

Rural Residency Training
Helping Rural Communities Develop and Sustain Training Programs

https://www.ruralgme.org/
https://portal.ruralgme.org/register


• Share information, resources and 
innovative projects with other rural 
health stakeholders

• Coordinate with other state partners 
on rural health issues 

• Grant Writing Technical Assistance

• National Rural Health Day

 “Community Stars” 

https://nosorh.org
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Assisting the 50 State Offices of Rural Health
The National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health  



Rural Health Capital Resources Council
National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health

• Over 30 national organizations, 
philanthropic organizations, regional 
community development finance 
organizations, and federal agencies. 

• Representing community 
development finance, housing, 
economic development, rural health, 
broadband, and more.

• Building a clearinghouse of resources 
and information

• Rural Health Capital Resources 
Council webpage
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Supporting Rural Health Clinics
Technical Assistance Series 

 https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp

• Cooperative agreement providing 
assistance, solutions, and information to 
RHCs on key policy, regulatory, 
programmatic, and clinical issues
• Highlights of NARHC TA: 

• Technical assistance webinars
• Recordings, slides and transcripts are posted 

https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp

• NARHC forums and email listserv: online 
information exchange/referral service 
• Sign up 

https://www.narhc.org/discussionforums/DiscussionDe
fault.asp

• NARHC website and resources: online 
information to disseminate key priorities and 
resources on specific topics (e.g., good faith 
estimate, telehealth policy) 
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https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp
https://www.narhc.org/narhc/TA_Webinars1.asp
https://www.narhc.org/discussionforums/DiscussionDefault.asp
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The National Rural Recruitment & Retention Network
3RNET - State Level Resource for Employers and Professionals

https://www.3rnet.org/

https://www.3rnet.org/


Topic Guides Models and InnovationsFunding Opportunities
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www.ruralhealthinfo.org

A National Rural Health Clearinghouse
The Rural Health Information Hub

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce/funding
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce/project-examples
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Rural Health Research
The Rural Research Gateway

https://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/
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• Addressing Health 
Disparities and Safeties 
in the Agricultural 
Sector
• Training
• Certification
• Webinars

Agricultural Health and Safety
The AgriSafe Network

www.agrisafe.org



Rural Health Value
Rural-Specific Resource on Changes in Health Care
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https://ruralhealthvalue.public-health.uiowa.edu/

https://ruralhealthvalue.public-health.uiowa.edu/


National Technical Assistance Center
o Rural Health Redesign Center: 

https://www.rhrco.org/reh-tac ; 

REHSupport@rhrco.org

Supplemental Funding for State Flex Programs

 Outreach and broad education 

Supplement to HRSA partners

 National Conference of State Legislators:
o Tracking state activity on establishing laws on REH licensure: 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/rural-emergency-
hospitals.aspx

 National Academy for State Health Policy
o Developing model licensing language

o https://www.nashp.org/medicares-new-rural-emergency-
hospital-designation-considerations-for-states/
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Helping Rural Communities Assess New Models
The Rural Emergency Hospital Technical Assistance Initiative

https://www.rhrco.org/reh-tac
mailto:REHSupport@rhrco.org
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/rural-emergency-hospitals.aspx


Direct Technical Assistance to Hospitals and Clinics
Expert Clinical, Financial and Quality Measurement Services Available

Rural Healthcare Provider 
Transition Project

• Helps organizations in 
strengthening their 
foundation in key elements 
of value-based care: 
quality, efficiency, patient 
experience and patient 
safety.

• Eligible entities include 
small rural hospitals and 
Rural Health Clinics.

• Application Period: rolling 
application – apply now!

Targeted Technical 
Assistance to Rural Hospitals 

Program

• Provides targeted 
assistance to hospitals 
working to maintain health 
care services.

• Helps hospitals and 
communities understand 
community health needs 
and how to keep needed 
health care local.

• Application Period: Fall 
2023

Delta Region Community 
Health Systems 

Development Program

• Provides intensive technical 
assistance to healthcare 
facilities in rural 
communities in the 
Mississippi Delta region.

• Helps strengthen the local 
health care delivery system 
to position for population 
health.

• Application Period: rolling 
application – apply now!
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https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/transition
https://www.ruralcenter.org/rhptp/application
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/transition
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/delta-region-community-health-systems-development-program-drchsd
https://www.ruralcenter.org/content/eligibility-and-application


Behavioral Health Resources
Rural Centers of Excellence
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• University of Vermont
 Focused on innovative and effective treatment 

interventions for SUD, particularly OUD, in rural 
communities
 https://uvmcora.org/

• University of Rochester
 Focused on addressing synthetic opioid-related 

overdose mortality in rural communities in the 
Appalachian region
 https://recoverycenterofexcellence.org/

• The Fletcher Group in collaboration with the 
University of Kentucky
 Focused best practices in recovery housing programs 

for SUD, particularly OUD; interventions among low-
income, high-risk individuals in rural communities
 https://fletchergroup.org/rcoe/

https://uvmcora.org/
https://recoverycenterofexcellence.org/
https://fletchergroup.org/rcoe/


Telehealth Centers of Excellence Program

The Telehealth Centers of Excellence (COE)
examine the efficacy of telehealth services in rural 
and urban areas.  The Centers of Excellence 
provide clinical services and serve as a test-bed for 
new, innovative ways to use telehealth technology.

OAT funds two COEs: 

• University of Mississippi Medical Center 

• Medical University of South Carolina 

New Website launched in 2022: 

https://telehealthcoe.org/
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Funded Through the Office for the Advancement of Telehealth

https://telehealthcoe.org/


Rural Tele-Mentoring Training Center
Technical Assistance and Evaluation Program
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• National resources to 
implement and evaluate 
telementoring programs

• To request training and 
technical assistance: 
https://ruraltelementori
ng.org/interest/

https://ruraltelementoring.org/
https://ruraltelementoring.org/interest/


Telehealth Resource Centers
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Telehealth.HHS.gov 
https://telehealth.hhs.gov/

Office for the Advancement of Telehealth
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/topics/telehealth

Telehealth Centers of Excellence
https://telehealthcoe.org/

Telehealth Resource Centers
https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/

ProviderBridge
https://www.providerbridge.org/

Multi-Discipline Licensure Resource Project         
https://licensureproject.org/

Funded Through the Office for the Advancement of Telehealth

https://telehealth.hhs.gov/
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/topics/telehealth
https://telehealthcoe.org/
https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/
https://www.providerbridge.org/
https://licensureproject.org/


Information and Resources
Weekly Announcements
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe



Become a HRSA Grant Reviewer

We are seeking subject matter experts to provide peer, virtual reviews of the agency’s grant 

applications. Grant reviewers are compensated for their time. 

If you are interested in serving as a grant reviewer, you can learn more at hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers. 
If you sign up, also email SStack@hrsa.gov so we know you’re in the system
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REQUIRED SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE
IN AT LEAST ONE AREA

Behavioral Health Maternal and Child Health

Health Workforce Training Primary Care Delivery

HIV/AIDS Rural Health

Working with or Member of 
Underserved Communities

ADDITIONAL EXPERTISE

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
and Accessibility (DEIA)

Lived Experience

Health Equity
Social Determinants of 

Health

We need rural subject matter experts

hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers
mailto:SStack@hrsa.gov
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Connect with HRSA

Contact Information: kdillon@hrsa.gov

Learn more about our agency at: www.HRSA.gov

Rural Health Questions?  Email RuralPolicy@HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 
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mailto:tmorris@hrsa.gov
mailto:illon@hrsa.gov
http://www.hrsa.gov/
mailto:RuralPolicy@HRSA.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/hrsagov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube


Questions? 



We want to hear from you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BW59S9F

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BW59S9F


Break with Exhibitors: 9:15 – 9:45 a.m.

Breakout Sessions: 9:45 – 11:45 p.m.

Networking Lunch: 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 


