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Disclaimer
The Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) employees, 
contractors, affiliates, et al. have no actual or potential 
conflict of interest in relation to this program 
presentation.  The content herein is intended for 
general guidance, not as legal advice. 

Laws and regulations take priority if there are any 
differences. Only LDH’s Secretary or Surgeon General 
can give official statements. LDH cannot speak for 
other government agencies, and if you need legal 
advice, you should consult a lawyer.



Objectives

• Introduce the LDH Project Firstline team as local 
resource for infection prevention and control support

• Understand key infection prevention & control (IPC) 
practices in dental settings

• Identify actions that Protect patients and health care 
personnel from germs



Speakers

Leigh Ann Miller, PhD, LMSW is 
a CDC Career Epidemiology 
Field Officer assigned to 
Louisiana Department of 
Health, where she leads the 
Project Firstline Team. 
She is also a Commander in the 
United States Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps.



Louisiana Office of Public Health Project Firstline Team



Project Firstline Coordinators

R1 & R2 - joanne.kibiego@la.gov
R3 & R9 - amanda.wells@la.gov
Region 4 - allison.talley@la.gov

Region 5 - jennifer.bruney@la.gov
R6 & R8 - susan.babineaux@la.gov
Region 7 - altrecia.jackson@la.gov



Why IPC Matters

•Prevents spread of 
infectious diseases

•Reduces 
occupational 
exposure

•Enhances patient 
safety and trust https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-

resources/BUILD-HAIAR-Lubbock-Public-Health.pdf

https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/BUILD-HAIAR-Lubbock-Public-Health.pdf


Chain of Infection

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/recognizing-risk.html

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/recognizing-risk.html


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/PublishingImages/ProjectFirstlineStandardPrecautions01_SP.png

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/PublishingImages/ProjectFirstlineStandardPrecautions01_SP.png


Hand Hygiene

Summary of Infection Prevention Practices in Dental Settings: Basic Expectations for Safe Care

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/media/pdfs/2024/07/safe-care2.pdf


Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) in 
dental settings

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-
infection-control/hcp/dental-
ipc-faqs/personal-protective-

equipment.html

• PPE
• Gloves
• Masks
• Eye protection
• Gowns/lab coats

• Best Practices
• Change gloves between 
patients

• Mask/eye protection for 
activities likely to generate 
splashes or sprays

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/dental-ipc-faqs/personal-protective-equipment.html


Respiratory Hygiene & Cough Etiquette

• Educate patients/staff 
on covering coughs

• Provide tissues, masks
• Promote hand hygiene
• Separate symptomatic 
patients

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-
resources/media/pdfs/2024/08/covercou

gh_hcp11x17.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/08/covercough_hcp11x17.pdf


Safe Injection Practices

• Prepare injections using aseptic 
technique

in a clean area
• Disinfect the top part of the vial 
with an

alcohol prep pad
• Do not reuse syringes or needles
• Discard sharps in facility-

approved sharps container
https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-
control/media/pdfs/besc6-injection-

safety-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/media/pdfs/besc6-injection-safety-508.pdf


Instrument Sterilization

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-
control/media/pdfs/2024/07/safe-care2.pdf

• Critical Steps
• Cleaning
• Packaging
• Sterilization

• Monitoring (mechanical, 
chemical, biological indicators)

• Storage

• Methods
• Autoclave (steam)
• Dry heat
• Chemical vapor

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/media/pdfs/2024/07/safe-care2.pdf


Environmental Infection Control

https://www.cdc.gov/project-
firstline/media/pdfs/HowToReadALabel-

Infographic-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/HowToReadALabel-Infographic-508.pdf


Dental Unit Waterlines (DUWLs)

• Risks
• Germs can live in waterlines
• Biofilm formation

• Control Strategies
• Flushing lines
• Test, treat and shock DUWL according to 
manufacturer's instructions to meet EPA standards 
for drinking water (≤500 CFU/mL heterotrophic 
bacteria) ADA: CDC health alert highlights importance of 

maintaining, monitoring safe dental waterlines | 
American Dental Association

https://adanews.ada.org/ada-news/2022/november/infections-highlight-importance-of-maintaining-monitoring-safe-dental-waterlines/


Post-Exposure Management

Steps After 
Occupational 
Exposure
• Wash exposed area 
immediately

• Report incident to 
supervisor

• Document and follow 
institutional protocol

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-
control/hcp/safe-care-training-

modules/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/safe-care-training-modules/index.html


Other Considerations

https://www.cdc.gov/project-
firstline/media/pdfs/Respiratory-

Actions-508.pdf

During increased risk of 
spread (e.g., influenza, 
COVID-19)

• Enhanced screening
• Physical distancing in 
waiting rooms

• Vaccination 
encouragement

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/Respiratory-Actions-508.pdf


Summary & Takeaways

Core Themes
• Standard precautions 
protect everyone

• Consistent application of
IPC practices to prevent 
the spread of germs

• Stay updated with CDC 
recommendations

Summary of Infection Prevention 
Practices in Dental Settings: Basic 

Expectations for Safe Care | Dental 
Infection Prevention and Control | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/summary/index.html


References
•CDC – Dental Infection Control for Health care 
Personnel (HCP)
https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-
control/hcp/index.html 
•CDC – Summary of Dental Infection Control 
Practices
https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-
control/hcp/summary/index.html
•ICAP Nebraska Medicine – Dental Facility Resources
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/dental/facility-
resources/

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/summary/index.html
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/dental/facility-resources/


Project Firstline Louisiana
Contact us: InfectionControl@LA.GOV
Well-Ahead Louisiana | Louisiana Department of Health
Contact us: WellAhead@la.gov

Please also feel free to visit the Well-Ahead website at:
http://wellaheadla.com

THANK YOU


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

